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; Herewith is presented the eleventh installment of a fiction serial dealing with

tfS' Ij what might happen should European powers, after they had settled their own differ- -
A U cnces, wage war upon the United States. The author, one of the best Bction writers
H I in the country, has based his story upon a thorough understanding of military,

W w
vava and internal conditions in the United States and upon a sound knowledge

1M I ' mtJitar? and economic history. The story will cause you to realize the critical
& 1 situation in which this country and you, your neighbors, and your family are placed

by the attitude of the pacifists.
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C L ' SYNOPSIS.
SS i In Elgin, I1L, live the Ashby family, consisting' tV ' Nathan Ashby, owner of the Ashby Brass com- -

j Kf Pny and 'his wife; a daughter, Nellie, married to
w Bob Wendell, a navy lieutenont; and Jim Ashby,

Pi El a son, engaged to Agnes Ware. Nathan Ashby is
W 3 the archtype of pacifist, deaf to the warnings of

2 fj impending danger to America. Almost out of a
ff ', dear sky news is received that the U. S. scout
C' f cruiser Salem, proceeding against orders, in the
V ;, North Atlantic has encountered the fleet of the
K ''" leajruc of former European enemies and has been
If y sunk, a deliberate act of war. Bob is recalled to
gj Newport Newa. Spies are discovered in the Ashby
fc Jv works, and cvidenco of a league of spies that
w j wirm the country and are even entloted in the
J T army is held by Jim Ashby, who for a time 1

K , held prisoner in ono of tho spies' rendervous in
Ej wkl a fashionablo residence in Chicago. Jim after his
( 13 adventure returns to Elgin. War is on and Jim

W) has signified his intention to enlist. Bob arrives
3 in Newport Newe to fiud that enemy aeroplanes

( have been dropping bombs around the arsenal
fc i and on the deck of tho Arizona, killing a number
w of men. The U. S. army aeroplanes arc inadequate
J a gain t the highly specialized air craft divisions
5 $ of the enemy. With the Arizona's personnel cut

J down to man mine planters and destroyers. Bob
if ' is appointed second divisional officer and tho

2f drcadnaught steams out for Hampton Roads and
i V to engage the enemy ships that arc bombarding
rj J the coast towns. It is the enemy's plan to trap

zt tho American fleet into reach of the submarines.
r if. They almost succeed, but owing to the heavy fire

i from American ships hao to abandon the plan and
jj't. flee, not, however, without first sinking one of tW
I American destroyers.

I Copyright! 1916: By tho Chicago Tribune.

4 J"N OB nodded. Tho Pennsylvania bad
' ""i ceaMd firing, too. The sun had dls- -

hmJ appeared minute3 before, and dusk
j was aottling swiftly, with clouds blow- -

tng up overhead. The enemy's cruisers bo-- i
. came only a spot' of smoko on the horizon,

and soon tho smoke disappeared. Wendell
paw to tho unloading of the guna which had

, been ready. The riflea of the torpedo defense
i tho twelve inch five gunB on each side of

i the Bhip were still manned, but the crews
m of tho foorteon inchers were crawling out

of the turrets. As Wendell stood again on
the quarter deck, moving reefs, over which

'
, .waves wero breaking, appeared off to the left

the American 'K and L submarines steering
ton the eurfaco and making for the shelter of
Chesapeake bay.

Bob watched the tiny craft rolling and
ij tossing almost helplessly as they struggled
j With the soa j they seamed scarcely to move or

hold headway. There was no need to ques- -

tion, as ono watched them, why they had
jj failed to gain position from which they could
j have attacked the escaping Carthage and the

Peras; the ensigns in command had all they

J could do to manage their vcsscIb at all; indoed,
tho flotilla commander was signaling the

j. Pennsylvania Bob saw the winking light
for aid. A light from the dreadnaught flashed
in reply; the commodore could not spare a
destroyer to tender the submarines now, but

J ho was wirelessing the Roads to send n
i tender.

Wendell gazed back grimly over tho rough
, sea in which tho American submerslblcs were
v laboring. Tho regent's underwater boats were
i back there, too; but, Instead of searching for
I i aid, the enemy's submoraiblcB wore forcing the

American battleships and destroyers to kcop
on at twenty knots, to man every torpedo de- -

fenso gun, and double all lookouts. They had
showed no more than their periscopes; but

r every one know what they were great under--j
' sea cruisers capable of keeping to the sea in

severe wcathars and of maintaining them-j- .

selves for weeks without a tender.
r

" God help our K's and L,'s," somo ono mut- -

tercd as tho American submarines disappeared
into the dnrkness, " if they run across the
regent's Z's."

" I'd swap them chances," some one else
" Wo've fivo destroyers to oursclvea

and the Pennsylvania this night!"
Bob Wendell kept silent, but he followed

' the feeling of his companions. The K and L
boats were taking terrible chances; but cor- -

f tainly neither tho Pennsylvania nor the Ari- -

nona could spare them a convoy. With tho
' ; Balch gone, five destroyers remained to do
I ' picket and outpost duty for two superdrend
; naughts. Four for each ship would be a mini- -

i mum for safety; tho regent protocted even hlB

oruisers of the Pcra clasB with four destroyers
each j it was known thnt tho prince's drcad- -

. naughts bnd six or eigEr. destroyers nplccc.
I Night was coming down, closo and clouded ;

? the wind, which had been steadily rising, blow
i In uglier squalls. The radio, which flashed to

tho shore tho news that tho Americans had
? lost tho Balch, but, in return, had damaged

tho Carthago and one Pera, brought back the
'weather warning in the navy code ; a hurri- -

was on the way. Tho government had
Scano tho publishing of tho warning

lest it bo sent to tho enemy's ships,
too; but the barometer told the story. Rain

i wna falling now rain,' driven almost horizon- -

tal by tho gale and ccauing suddenly whilo
1 lightning flared and forked over the sea and

j thundel tremendously rumbled.
if About S o'clock Bob' Wendell went to the
A wardroom for supper. Torpedo defenso rc--

l quires nil gunnery officers to bo on duty during
K firing; but, although torpedo attack by id--
Kl stroycrs was still possible, the weather mad

iLw a"'v 'iiiiiiiiiiiiiiiH

It more and more improbable and the light- -
ning was flashing so frequently as to Illumine
tho sea for seconds at a time. Accordingly,
officers and men were being sent, in small
groups, to supper.

Bob sat beside Garry at the table. It was
tho first tinio they had seen each other since
the battle.

" Good shooting from number two turret,
Bobby ! "

"That waa Louden I Garry, you should
have seen him especially after the Balch
got it."

" I heard ; his brother was boatswain so

he gave the Pera that last shot 1 "
" By the way, did you see it? Where it hit,

I meant"
Garry hesitated a moment " Something

funny about that; I'm crazy, of course for
we were out of range then but I've an idea

that shot hit, somehow. I didn't see any
splash, but then, If a Bhot's pretty short it's
easy to miss a eplaBh."

" Not for you ; some damn good spotting
today, Garry. Tho men well, they just felt

it! A couplo of tho Carthago's thirtcons hit
the Pennsylvania, of courso you know."

" On armor. No real damage, was there?
Wo weren't missed by much a few times."

Then they talked of what was ahead of

them. The Arizona aud the Pennsylvania and
the destroyers had not turned back to the
Roads; they were keeping on south and east.

The officers spoke In low tones, and after the

mesB attendants had served them,

"Tho special god who looks after drunken
men and fools has sent tho administration this
hurricane ! " Garry ejaculated. " Look at tho
fix we were In ono divlaion at New York,
ours at Norfolk, the Delaware and North Da-

kota at Charleston, and most of the rest of
our decent ships beating it up from Haiti and
tho gulf as fast as they can mako It The ad-

ministration's apeclal Providence put a finger
In that, too; the shlpa we have to havo wero
on tho way when tho Salem succeeded in
taking tho president out of his trance. But
at that, we were up agulnst it till this wind
came along. In any reaeonablo weather, their
aircraft would be scouting everywhere to find

whore wo are with their battlo cruisers and
perhaps a division of their Sargons they could
have cut off any division of oura thoy wanton
and stopped ua from ever getting a fleet to-

gether. As it is if prexy's private pet Provi-

dence doesn't entirely ditch us now we'll be

where wo should have been all tho time."
" The Oklahoma and Nevada, with Boino

more dcBtroyers, are coming out, I suppose
you know. They left the Roads just at dark
and will Join ua about midnight"

Garry nodded: "To try a little surprise
party on tho prince in the morning. . . .

Going up again now?"
"No; I'vo next watch. I'm to Bleep now."
"So'tn L"
They went to their rooms together. " Good

luck!"
"Good luck!"

'

$
Wendell went to his room and doted tho

door. It was tho first time Blnco he hod been
in battle that ho had been away from the ob-

servation of his fellows, alone. He stood for
a moment dazed at the relax within himself,
and for an instant ho opposed it then he sank
down upon hia bed and lay on bis back Btarlng
up at the painted steel of hla ceiling. He had
fought in battle!

It could not have been the peril of It which
had excited and exhausted him so; it could
not have been, for tho long hour, the over
imminence of obliteration. Except for the
trying, waiting minutes of Inaction after tha
submarines attacked, he had scarcely been
conscious of reckoning bis chances for llfo or

death ; something far mightier, more master-
ful and overwhelming, had absorbed him.

Besides, so far as danger went, he had been
in terrible peril before there was a time, on
the side of the Mattcrhorn, when a snow storm
camo and he and a companion and a guide
had clung to an Icy crack helpless for more
than an hour, when a slip by any one of the
thrco would have dragged all to death. Per-

sonal peril there had been as great and had
lasted as long as this battle today; the danger
of Ms rldo with Jim after Ingouf, when tho
spy had turned to throw his bombs, had bees
even greater; when Bob first boarded tho Ari-

zona in the nfternoon, and the aeroplane
dropped its explosives, he personally had been
nearer obliteration than he had since.

But the battlol How was it so different
from other dangers7 Because while another
was trying to kill him he also was trying to
kill? That was not it; for, when Ingouf tried
to kill him. ho had killed Ingouf, and it was

not like this. When the aeroplane had de-

stroyed men beside him the guns from the
t

ships were firing up at the plane, but neither --

was that like this. Those things were all
petty personal ; that was it ; everything be-

fore this had been personal, and battle battle
was not personal at all. Or it had not been .

personal till now this moment when he was

alone at last, shut in his room away from the

rest, with Nellie's picture in the drawer of his

desk.

lie sat up and leaned over and opened the
drawer and took out the picture aud gazed
down at it. The sight of her face her lips
which he had kissed so many times, her dear,
soft eyes gazing straight into his, steadied
him for the liist seconds aud then unnerved
him. Women and childrcu, some one had said,
had been killed torn to pieces, probably, anJ
dismembered when the Carthage and the
Penis had shelled Ocean City and Virginia
Beach to " draw the American ships out."

Well, the American ships had come out; aud
he had fought his turret and given them shells
for the shells they had sent at Virginia Beach.
A mast was down on the Peras ; other shells
must havo hit; he must have killed some of
the murderers nboaid, But whilo he wab
squaring that score the regent's submarines
were striking, too. The Balch had gone down
with all hands while the Arizona had had ty
steam by at full speed.

Llttlo " Stubby " Dcrr, Bob had learned,
had commanded tho Balch. lie was not in
Bob's class, but Bob had got to know him
pretty well when they both wero on. Chinese
station together. Stubby was " a game little
chap"; Bob remembered the Army-Nav- y foot-
ball gamo in Stub's last year, when well,
Bob know just how Stubby spoke to his mon
and smiled at them when everything was done
nnd there was nothing loft to do but cheer the
ship you saved, as it went by, and then go
down with your own.

And Stub, too, had been married in his
littlo steel walled cabin, now doop down under
tho water, he had his picture of his widow.
Did sho know it? " Destroyer Balch lost with
all hands." That was a sentence of the mej-Kag- o

which had gono to tho shore. When nnd
how would it reach hcr7 Was there now a
baby Bob wondered or a baby-to-be- ? What
had little Stubby Derr seen when, at the last
moment, he was alone aud need no longer
smile at his men?

Bob got up and opened the door; It was
choking close in there with tho port closed and
covered. Uo started ns ho saw some one
standing without; it was Garry Starnes at
the door of his room. Garry, too, had found
It close and stifling; his collar was loose, and
he had taken off his coat, but, like Bob, ho

had not further undressed.

" It's hot," Bob said to him Bimply.

" Awful."
Tho friends faced each other an instant

fairly. The Bamo thought was in tho heart
of both, and they both knew it. Neither
would say it to the other, nor would cither
deny it as their eyes met. What they hud
seen happen to Stubby Derr waH soon to como
to them ; when tho great battlo was joined,
only the luckiest of chances could aavo either
of them. The end might como before tho

great battle, of course ; it might come tonight,-a- t
any moment

Garry stepped back into his room j Bob re-

turned to his and put out the light He lny ou
his bed, trying now to sloop, but quite unablo
to. There wero a thousand things which ho"
had meant to say to Nelllo, and none of which
he had said. He sat up once and started to
find the light to wrno to her, then he lay down
again. Thoso wero not the sort of things one
could write; sho would not understand them
seeing them sprawled on a Bheet of paper; ho
wanted her to know that if he did not como
back she should marry again, that he would
prefer that; he wanted her to know . . .

Ills mind would not stay on that Would his
baby be a boy or a girl, he wondered; would
he ever know? How was-i- t with Garry? Was
it harder to think-o- f a definite little boy to-

night or to be as he was?. And Stubby Derr.
. . . "Up two- - hundred 1 Up I" . . .
" I was ' on ' nnd, you see, sir, my brother
was boatswain of tho Balch." ..." That
was right, Louden." . . . "It's no uso
now; no use." . . . Bob 7ent to sleep.

A few minutes before midnight ho was
roused; he, buttoned his collar, got Into his
coat and shoes. The rolling of the ship, the
impact of the water outside his port, the
crashing thunder told that the storm was se-

vere again ; he seized his raincoat and hurried
to his watch above. Ross, whom ho relieved, ,
pointed to him the positions of the other
ships; in addition to tho great bulk of tho
Pennsylvania, showing in green silhouette aa
the lightning flashed, there were two other
nreat dreadnaughts and half a dozen new dc- -

J
stroyors; the' Oklahoma and the Nevada had
come up.

Except for the dim glows reflecting directly
down upon the water to show their positions
to the other ships of the squadron, the great
vessels steamed without lights; only now and
then, as a lightning flash seemed to show
something moving over the waves ; a destroyer
turned a searchlight through the blackness
about; and once, at an alarm wiiich brought
all men aboard the battleships running to tor-
pedo defense stations, a gun clattered from the
Aylwin and Bob saw the streaks of the shells
ns the "tracer" lights flared on the backs
the projectiles traveling toward the target
Simultaneously tho 'searchlights showed a de-

stroyer stealing toward the squadron. Fifty
guns spat at it; the blackness was streaked by
the flares of the " tracer " lights and the de-

stroyer tried to escape. But while the search-
lights still showed it a shell struck a torpedo
board, and before the Aylwin reached the spor
the enemy's ship was gone.

" That squares for the Balch ! " Bob said to
himself when the firing had ceased, but as he
repeated it he grew more tensc when the light-

ning again gave him sight of the sea; and
throughout tho American ships every officer

and man remained at torpedo defense stations.
Dad the enemy destroyer sold itself well?
Was its appearance a forerunner of a greater
torpedo attack; or, before tho vessel blew up,

had it wirelessed information which should
bring upon tho American 'Equadron a superior
force of the enemy In the morning?

The four dreadnaughts wore steaming to
surprise the regent's ships which were kuowu
to be detailed to cut off the American tbips
coming from the gulf; would surprise now
meet counter surprise? '

JTor a littlo longer, at least, God rode in
tho hurricane. A war vchhqI she was a great
ship with ono mast gone was ashore and
pounding to pieces off Capo Iluttorns. Iifo
savers wore trying to get to tho wreck ; but
hho had foundered deep and far out Tho Ari-

zona's radio picked up tho news first at 2

o'clock. An hour later more nows came.
Tho lifo savors had rescued somo of tho men
from tho wrecked ship and wreckage was
coming ashore. The vcsicl was tho armored
cruiser Gcrel of the Pera class damaged La

tho fight with the Arizona so that when the
storm camo sho did not 6tecr. Fifty officors

and men had been killed by gun fire; of the
remaining bix hundred, thirty-fou- r had boon

saved. When tho news was brought him, Bob
saw to It that word was passed at onco to

Louden. ,

How strange was war I Tho news that tho
Gcrel was lost with almost all her crew had
brought to Bob exultation, triumph; yet, In

the wild maolBlrom of tho soa off Capo Hat-tora- s,

his countrymen were rlaktug their Uvea

in littlo boats to bevo a score of that crew
that crow who in tho morning had shelled Vir-

ginia Beach. And, likely enough, Inside the
Ilatteras keys, or In protected wators else-

where, tho enemy submarines wero wnitln,
out the storm, or along tho coast they were
lurking on shelves of aand a hundred foot
below the surface. Well, at least tonight 'they
could not strike, nnd tho regent's aircraft
also inubt be useless. But was not tho gala
b'eglnning to lessen? There waa no doubt of

it; and through the clouds to tho east there
was showing tho gray of dawn.

Nelllo Wendell, on her knees by tho "window
of her room in hor father's house at Biffin,
saw the dawn. Tho news had come In, the
evening that tho ships from Hampton Roads
had been engaged; they had driven off and
damaged several of the enemy's ships. Nellie
did not know certainly upon which of the
American Bhlps Bob waa; she was not car-tai- n,

indeed, that he was upon any of them;
but sho believed he had been in the battle.
The bulletin which cams to Elgin gave no
nccount of Amorlcan casualties; ao, as she
waited for more definite word, ahe prayed
as thoso who wait must often pray In pr-fcctl- y

irrational petition. She prayed that
her husband had not been killed. Of courie
if he was killed, he was killed, and prayer
could not niter that; but thna that night
Nelllo had prayed as girls and women like her
Were praying in ten thousand homes.

With tho dawn, strangely there came to her
faith that hor husband still was aafo; bo con-

vinced waB Bhe of it, somehow, that she bent
her head in an utteranco of thanksgiving to
God for having brought her husband through
the battle; then, humbly, fervently, she peti-
tioned that he still might be spared.

How empty and Btrange the big house was I

Bob was away, of course ; Jim also waa gono.
The door of Mb room Btood open. He waa
with his regiment in Chicago, where there
were terrible mobs and rioting, the bulletins
said ; troops hod fired and had been fired
upon ; bombs had been thrown and many mili-

tiamen killed. Was it Dossiblo that Jim mhcht

have been in greater danger that night than
Bob?

Nellie's mother was alono in her room.
Nathan Ashby was away. He was no longor
in the jail, under arrest; Sibert of the secret
service had succeeded in showing thnt Ashby'
connection with lloman was without signifi.
cance, and that he knew nothing of the doings
of Ingouf and Emloc at the works. Nathaa
Ashby had been released to go cast for confer-

ence with officials of the National Arms com-

pany.
Thus it was to Nellie and her mother alone

with the maids in the big house that news
came during the day that the Gercl of the
enemy had been wrecked off Cape nattcras
after kaviug been damaged in battle. In the
afternoon mail there arrived, much delayed, a

letter which Bob had scribbled on the train
and mailed in Ohio the morning after he left
It told her nothing of where he was to go;
ho did not mention even if he had received
m6re definite orders; it told her only of his
thought and his lovo for her. She clasped it
close and wrote to him at ouce again; she
had written twico already, addressing him
iu care of the navy yard, Norfolk.

That night although publication of the
movements of American ships had been sternly
forbidden it wai known that the scattered
American squadrons had succeeded in concen-

trating during the great storm without serious
encounters with the enemy. It was known
that a division of the new American dread-

naughts, stcamiug by night through the hurri-

cane, had surprised and driven off a detail of
the regent's Carthago battle cruisers and Sar-

gons which had attempted to cut off and de-

stroy a squadron of American battleships
racing up from tho gulf. And so, tho next day,

arrived tho Intelligence that the American
first and second battleships were gathered In

a fleet and must movo soon for the groat batt',a

with tho enemy.
On the morning of the fifth day Nellie

heard, for the second time, from Bob. As be-

fore, tho letter was all about her; nothing

about himself, except that he was on the Ari-

zona. Sho understood that he could not tell
more; but the letter half maddened her by Its

concealment of what she had to know had

to know about him and what it could ao

easily havo told. Ho bad received one letter
from her and was happy for it; where he got

it and how, he did not tell, nor waa there
postmark or other Indication of where his

Jotter was mailed. She read the dear lines of

his writing over and over again, and she waa

at her motbor's desk and was writing "again

to him whon Bomo one entered tho room.

Whoever It was camo a fow steps inside

the door and then started back. Nollie turned
and saw Agnes, and at the eight of Agnes

faco Nelllo was on hor feet, cold and trem-

bling.
" What is it? H ebo cried.
"Nothing," Agnes denied in panic "I I

wasn't looking for you, I was looking for
Mrs. ABhby ; Tm going'

But Nelllo caught her. " Something's hap-

pened, Agnes ! " Bhe said tensely. M You've

heard something; what-i- s it; somethingf about
Jim?"

" No 1"
"About father?"
"No!'!

Nellie had known that "Bob? LH
"Nol M
"Agnes, I might as well know sw-- 4 11later." H
"Nelliot The fleets aw fighting I TheyVt
they've been fighting since 2 o'clock. All

our ships and all of the reffenfs fleet ars IHfighting, they say. They're off tho New Jer-- H
ey coast, out of sight of land j but they can M

hear the trans ashore 1" IH
Nemo's eyes gazed throngh and throogh iHAgnes. "That. "--

her lips steadied and she 1went on " that is all you know? ! H
M That's all, I swear." H
Nellie gased at tho clock. It was aftsrSl Hthe great battle by that time must be ore

She stared down dlsclly at the letter, almost Hfinished. ,She sat down again at the desk,
and as one in a trance she added two lines M
and wrote her name below themf then shs
sealed the letter and stamped It H

"We'll mail this on the way," shs sal! M
quietly to Agnes. "I'm going with you, to Hwhere they'll get the reports first" H

MA strange experience came to me that H
night," said Nellie's letror, which Btf had M
received lost before the fleet put to sea for the H
great battle. "It was the night, dear, of HA M
hurricane on tho coast; and I know that yott H
had been in battle! I was takaa with tarros H
for yon j I am confessing It I was on my
knees by tho window of the room which had
ben our bedroom, praying in desperation.
Bob, I lost all control of myself, I was so H
afraid! Then tha thing came, my hnsbanni
vision ! It was not a dream, for I was wldf H
awake only alone in 'the dark, just befrs H
dswn. I wai looHng toward the east, whra H
you were, and I saw you and knew that yoa H
were safe. There was something strange alwr.t H
it which I could not understand at all; but it ggfl
told me you were safe, . More than that; It H
told me you would still be safe. You see , , H
It was very strange, Bob. You were with mo
again by the side of a road and our baby H
was born. I saw it again last night, as I H
was sleeping that time, and It waa very dear. H
Sc you are coming back to me ; I will see yon u jH
again that I know. God has promised it to HH

Bob put down the letter with the others H
which ho had reread and locked them all H
oway in his desk. It was time for him to be jH
up on deck.

" Ships in column I " the signal was flying IH
from the halyards of the new Idaho, which JH
led the American line. The Arizona, second H
In power only to the Idaho, was taking posi-- H
tion in column 500 yarda behind; astern the jH
Arizona, as Bob saw when he gazed back, the IH
sister Buperdreadnaught Pennsylvania was IH
placing herself third. Tho Oklahoma, Nevada, JM
New York, nnd Texas steamed next in order; JH
then two older dreadnaughts, the Arkansas M
nnd Wyoming, followed by the Florida, tho H
Utahf Delaware, and North Dakota. M

These completed tho roll of the dread- - H
naughts the first line battlesbJps of the H
United States; but, astern them, the column IH
of ships still stretched, tho Michigan and M
South Carolina, the New Hampshire, Kansas, M
and twelve more of the old, predreadnnught H
vessels of the second line. Fivo moro such H
vessels might have been there, Bob knew, but H
their fighting value would be even less than H
the weakest in the line and they would havo H
taken a knot from the speed of the fleet As H
it was, the column could do no better than IH
eighteen knots; it was Bteaming at sixteen jH
now, letting the light cruisers and destroyers H
dnab ahead to watch the waters for drifting H
mines and for submarines. Aircraft circled IH
overhead ; some of them, scouting, were bring- - jH
ing back to the flagship intelligence of the IH
enemy's strength and disposition. The Amor- - IH
ican fleet was steering north and east. H

The vau of the regent's fleet had just como H
in sight, steaming north, also, and west The IH
regent's ships seemed to be in column, too IH
In a line appearing almost parallel to the IH
American column but really slanting a little, lH
so that the two columns, in battlo formation, IH
approached each other slowly. There were H
but twenty-tw- o ships of tho line In the other H
column, against the American twenty-nine- ; H
but every vessel in the European line was a IH
drcadnaught Their order, ns reported by the H
aircraft, was repeated to the officers on tho H
Arizona's quarterdeck. Six Trajuns led, the H
four Pharaohs followed ; six Stirgons steamed jH
next ; then the four superdrcadnaughts of the iH
Zeus class; the two Thpin wero last With
twelve twelve-inc- h guns each and with a speed IH
of twenty-on- e knots, tho Thors were tho weak-- jH
est and the alowest In the European column. H
Four great battle cruisers stood off to lee, a? IH
resoryc; and tho European destroyers, doublo IH
in number to the American, darted ahead and IH
abeam of the battle line. H

It was quarter to 3, ships' time, when tho
Idaho signaled to the column to alter course, H
nnd tbo flagship sheered a littlo to the loft; H
the Arizona, steering straight to tho point
where the Idaho sheered, altered its helm like- - IH
wise, and tho rest of the fleet followed. Tho IH
tops of the Trajan the flagship of tho re-- H
gent's line wero In plain sight with tho
tops of the Xerxes, Voron, and Floron fol-- IH
lowing. With thoir superior speed, they were
attempting to gain position across tho van IH
of the American lino and rake tho leading H
ships; so tho American column was changing IH
course to keep tho enemy on tho beam. The IH
two columns steamed on almost parallel, there- -

fore, but still gradually convorging and bring- - H
ing tho leading vessels of each Tine within j

range, jH
The day was bright, and the son, high In

the sky, gave little favor to the gunners of IH
either fleet what favor there was lay with H
the Americans. The sun glared down into IJthe water and disclosed to the obsorvers in
the hydroaeroplanes of both sides the move-- H
mont of submarines. The guns of destroyers

clattered continuously as the craft darted H
back and forth on thoir charges for the pro-- j

tection of the battleships. But the destroy- - H
ers of tho two sides did not seek duels; only H
the aeroplanes hurried to engage before the jlbattle and drive their opponents from the sky. IH

The conditions were almost perfect for H
battle In which gun power1 tho ability of tha j

great turreted fighting ships to give snd to l

take mast decide. Mile after mile the has IH
(ContlaBcA oa fellowtnff fffe.) Il
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